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History of EPI in the Phils

 The Expanded Program on Immunization

(EPI) began in the Philippines on July 1979. 

 In 1986, the country made a response to the 

Universal Child Immunization goal. 

 The four major strategies include:
✓ Sustaining high routine Fully Immunized Child (FIC) coverage of at least 

90% in all provinces and cities;

✓ Sustaining the polio-free country for global certification;

✓ Eliminating measles by 2008

✓ Eliminating neonatal tetanus by 2008.



1976 -WHO 
launched EPI to 
prevent 6 common 
preventable diseases 
(TB,Diptheria, 
Pertussis, Tetanus, 
Measles, Polio )

1991- Hepatitis B 

1979- OPV, BCG,DPT 
&Tt

1982- Anti-Measles 
Vaccine (AMV)

 The Philippines Expanded Program on Immunization (EPI) was launched in 

1976 and has successfully immunized millions of children from vaccine 

preventable diseases. 
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1993-
Hepatitis  
B 

2012 - MMR

2013
Pentavalent
(Haemophilus
Influenza type B 
(a bacteria that 
causes 
meningitis, 
pneumonia and 
otitis), 
whooping 
cough, tetanus, 
hepatitis B and 
diphtheria)

2015 –
Inactivated 
Poliovirus 
Vaccine

2016 –
Tetravalent 
Dengue 
Vaccine

 The current focus of EPI is the control, 
elimination and eradication of major 
childhood diseases in addition to 
sustaining high immunization coverage. 
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“Expanded”: means

 Expanding the number of diseases to be covered

 Expanding the number of children and the target 

population to be covered; then to include adolescents, 

adults and the elderly

 Expanding coverage to all corners of each country and 

spreading services to reach the less privileged sectors of 

the society (urban and rural poor mothers and children, 

indigenous people, children living in conflict areas and 

hard to reach areas, etc.)



Disease Eradication Versus Elimination 

 Elimination refers to the reduction to zero (or a very low 

defined target rate) of new cases in a defined geographical 

area.  It describes either the reduction of an infectious 

disease’s prevalence in a regional population to zero, or the 

reduction of the global prevalence to a negligible amount. 

 Eradication refers to the complete and permanent 

worldwide reduction to zero new cases of the disease 

through deliberate efforts.


